
CITIZENSDEFENDINGFREEDOM.COM/FLORIDA

HOW TO AUDIT YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARY
The following guide provides a step-by-step process for evaluating and identifying library materials in your school or 

district libraries that may violate Florida statutes. These steps can be performed by an individual or a group. 

We strongly encourage conducting thorough research on the titles included in our resource Books To Monitor: Explicit 
Books Found In Public School Libraries to ensure you have firsthand knowledge of the materials you plan to challenge. 

Note: This strategy is only for sexually explicit books and should not be used to challenge books on gender ideology.

ACTION STEPS FOR CONDUCTING AUDIT 

1 STEP 1: CREATE AN EXCEL SPREADSHEET

Create an Excel spreadsheet with columns for the author, book title, rating and the 

school or district’s name (see example below). Browse the provided book reviews to 

identify titles you want to check for in your child’s school or district libraries. When 

you find books that you believe are a potential violation of Florida law, record the 

information for those books on your spreadsheet. This is the list of books you will 

look for in your school or district’s online library catalog.

Example:

https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/florida
https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/florida
https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/explicit-school-library-books-resource
https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/explicit-school-library-books-resource
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STEP 2: LOCATE AND SEARCH YOUR DISTRICT’S ONLINE 
LIBRARY CATALOG

Once you have compiled your list of titles to review, the next step is to determine where to search for them within your 
local school district’s online catalog.

Under Florida Statute 1006.283(10), each district school board is required by law to provide public access to school 
library catalogs on its website. This access is available to all members of the public, not just parents with enrolled 
students.

While most districts follow a similar format, their library catalogs may be in different parts of their websites and may 
require a few extra clicks to find.

To locate your district’s catalog:
•	 Go to your county school district’s website. 
•	 Look for a tab or link labeled “Departments” or “Curriculum and Instruction.” 
•	 Click on “Library Media Services” or “Instructional Materials.” 
•	 Find and click “Library Catalog” or “Online Catalog.” 
•	 Use the search bar to look up a title or author.

Common catalog systems:

Many Florida districts use Follett Destiny Discover to manage their school library collections. When you click on the 
catalog link, you may be redirected to the Destiny Discover site. Once there, select your school or district name and use 
the search feature to locate specific titles.

Note: Each district may configure its online catalog differently. If you cannot find the catalog or encounter a restricted 
link, contact your district’s Library Media Services Department for direct access or simply by calling the district.

Here is one common example: 
Select the campus you wish to audit:

https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/florida
https://www.gofollett.com/aasp/ui/pick/
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Notice the ability to change the location on this screen. To search the entire district rather than just the one 

campus you selected, click on the drop-down arrow to see if that is an option. Note that not all districts allow a 

search of the entire district requiring each campus to be searched individually.
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STEP 3: COMPILE LIST OF BOOKS 
IN DISTRICT TO CHALLENGE

Using the list of books you’ve recorded in your spreadsheet, search the 

online catalog for each title. Remember:

	 • �You can search by title or author. If you have multiple titles from the same 

author, search by author and it will pull up all books by that author at once.

	 • �If you find a book, put a check mark on your Excel spreadsheet in the school or district name column. If 

the book is NOT there, put an “X” in the column so you know you looked for it and didn’t find it.

NEXT STEPS 

Once your audit is complete, you will have a clear understanding of what your school library collection contains. If your 

audit reveals materials that you find inappropriate or concerning, please consult the Book Objections Form Resource. 

There you will find detailed instructions for how to proceed with your findings, including proper documentation 

procedures and formal challenge protocols.

https://www.citizensdefendingfreedom.com/florida
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12uOVNoLRQL_2f5TzkQdvhfc4xCzFqbLy/view

